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Chopin as much as possible, or she must draw
close to him, if she can do this without compro-
mising the position of Mallefille.  Will Grzymala
tell her if the other woman is fit to give Chopin
true happiness, to care for him, arrange, regu-
larise and calm his life?   She believes that
Grzymala fears marriage for his friend, does he
not ? - the daily bond, real life, business, domestic
cares, all that seems remote from his nature and
detrimental to his inspiration.  " If it were left to
me, I should so arrange our poem that I should
know nothing, absolutely nothing of his positive
life, nor he of mine, and that he should follow
all his own ideas, religious, social, poetic, artistic,
without question from me, and vice versa, but
that always, in whatever place or at whatever
moment of our lives we might meet, our souls
should be at their apogee of happiness and good-
ness. Because, I am sure, one is better when one
loves with a heavenly love, and, far from com-
mitting a sin, one comes near to God, the fountain*
head of this love."

There is much in this long, stormy introspection
to show that George Sand was striving to be
absolutely honest with herseE But she could or
would not see that this involved searching for
motives was merely a roundabout way of justi-
fying her desires. She had decency but no sense of
morality. She was fully aware of her obligations
to Mallefille, yet had no hesitation in preparing
the way for his successor, Chopin was six years
younger than herself, but he looked still younger,